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odern metsl differs from the old
M wtudf b smverad Important wans. One

i that thee o ool ke th
influences irom a huge melting pot of sounds,
Trom vintage thiash and desh metal acti Inom
the TS, vid 908 s1acaim rock anid even prog
and nu-metal geoisps. As 5 result these's no seal |
sul-categorsation ke we had in the old days,

wheriia comfprtatly point 1o Megadeth
and "mm:shmmi.wn b Makden
# and call thefm hpany metal, o at Morbid Angel
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beats, and the sm 'Fﬁﬁer of ringwaﬂ-r_t. o

and plgeanhole thee 3t death megal Ir's just roe

Fortumately, Devildrhwer deummes loha Boecklin
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Well, that's the back story = butvd'wnr!.m'llr
meets him Befoen a London shaw in March
suppearting death metal veteraes Cannibal Corpae,
e nefls us thait b has reached something of a
watrithed in doumming bermmi. Listen srd leam,
headbangen. ..

"We've been really, really Bugy since June
20127 Boecklin esplains. “We basically decided
b8 craate a really hects: schedule fof cariehe,
say wrate am album, bt the road with Gwan for
mn;gmmm straight, New dinegtly imo the sudio,
resgearchi thaough all of Decembse: and laniasy
el 1}._.:“ P et carn phiis o, i1 bieen
by Beady! We lelt our obd label Rosdranner
i]el‘rmcrgnf with Warnes happencd.

II think we would have been it go

i We're signed with Napalm Recosds in
nig, and | feed much more comlormable
h i Lnbel 12 that compased to being
|, wheee yau'd be hucky ityou hsd an

anked ak our averall epertoine and we would

harve Beer put 1o one side”
With their newelabel home, Desdldives's
new second - I-hnﬁrm].h--abumhumlve

HE o

, finding the space

be?ivee, tween the

imsoe thoughitful perfonmeance from Boecklin, “This
tine | definitely spord a lof ks time womying
about speod; he 2y, "and mose tima on what |
wairs oing Dartwaen The spaces of the songs. Th
BEM wrn mcem ke 175, TR0 this timss, which
Trades 2 piorwer albm for U | Roursd i 30 much
reire Puin. ¥ the temnpos s highe iUy o Bele
limiging va what you tan do"

S, wie el him checkity, but Fa teempos ace
o matal.

e thay doe. bt | think you'l fird our new
recoed is pretny metall” he Lisghs “Tm also a big
Fary el v ool nhoe SRR st o ooy elraneniees
are daing, bee Mait Halpeomn of Parphery, Nrnat
saying that our recoed sounds at all ke Pariphery,
Bt ity tock 4 look 4L Some mone nes-
school fluentes rather than going back 1o
Pandiira Hiee | ahsays do,and cveryone shvays
does. | gata kot Lhonp;l_wn\yh&'ﬁ:gtﬁu'nuqh
Bhoe stuff ehar | carme It reathy helped with
rrry lefi-dooe e

Boetklin contirues: Bascally, Fm mening
Farwasid, | hadl pelo inerest thin tne in'dedeg
chanases 31 2D0APM with docible bass 8l the
time. it baring! Fve done . My ment bechnical
drumaming was on our fast albunm, Beasz Those
wongs st fun B0 laaen to. bat not that much fun
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N il o, Somnetinmess s not who | dm i a
drummer: | wanl b be more bid-back snd hive
rcare fin tha jizst sewing how fast | can play,
Every b5 a reaction to the last albsum you
ditd, and our Laat one was by fae the Taitest susf
W'V ewor done. S0 a0 W goieg to do that agaln,
having done it onoe? Mo, Wi reacted agaenst that,
¥m proud of every rote of that allum, though,
v thive are somme tool songs an there”

Boackin goes on 1o beeak down his drsmmmg
o Al mamber o Saying: “Thene e thaee
songs which wene completely diffesent for me.
Thee opening track is campletely different 1o
anyihing v ever done on the drans. ts very
Raic-back, ket it fithed with & bunch of in-
lbetween stufl and 2 lotof bacoups mnd bownces. |
‘wrdnnt blesiedd with the left hand for ghost notes
fes mach: P et thal smoodh in that sende | do
waork of it but ith not spmdthieg e applked to.
ian afbuem yer The second track has a really cool
shurffie, which va've never done hefore, Mot every
jpart s 10 be Sevel 10 intensity, S0 we Iy o do
mailcr plarty, whire the diuirs can Lake over,
lindd of Bue Gogen-meets-Deftones kind of meal.
Wi'e not eguigitating the same old st

s peer inwal, BowckBin will be debvering the
aoads a1 sherees this year with his tnusty Mapes
Orion sories, which i the @me sotup s previous
years with & couple of small sxcepaions. “Tha.
onky recant change & that 've gone lrom 3 15°
Moar vom 1o am 187 s the stfable sticksman
e scunad gury liked it a lot bether too, | dont
spnd toxd riach tire v on That dosm amoway.
1 s2ill v 23 by 15" kicles amad P 5ol with Seind
cymbabe | use their B0 ling, with a Soundcasier
Megabell ride and a Soendcaster 137 hi-kat”

A man of Boeckiin's 1curing experience has
maich tia oiffier in the wary of performance advice
“When | pirioem live, my adseradng does nothing
et bl hings for me” e chisckhes, "o 1 play
1o a dich. Adtenaline makes me play edgy, nat
amooth, 3o fspend most of my time before glgs
trying 1o pretend that | dan't wang to play the
shaonw that ight. If | get pumped up like a foeotball
Py, | g out 1hre aeed Tm ot in control 'm
Irery, 5ol mally try 1o meliow out, take deep
begaths and net think sbout pliying That's when
i plary the bt Drige you get theough that first
song smoathly, then yoo'ne like Vim goodT and
wous staart bo build up mede powor and Speed. |
bty s wip o0

Dot b find 1had cevnain pacts of the set e
teichy 1o navigate, right sdter might? Absciutely,
it changes every tour, though 111 1hink | have
sormething conguesed and then that lethe part
will comie back on the next tour. Mine timas ot
of 18, | can do it at soundcheck, but | stumble on
It when | do it lvee An éxample i 1he Beginning
of i song Thead To Righrs: froem Beast, which
15 patiann with your feer and your hands 21 the
saime 1, and i's realy laad, 15 haed 10 play it to
thie chick ecause i has o triphet leel, 50 it bounces
arcsurd thee chick a Withe bt All thar sulff going on
with your feet and your hands at the same time
can be a litthe rerve-wracking, You're loe My God,
whaew am | right now™

REVIEWED

Album surmbe sb froen Califoenia nabives
Devidriver 1 a iy, eiff-laden fest of metal
at s finexy, From the: inital tom My and
dowbliy kick bamage on 1w albain’s opener
Dath O The Aberes it obedods that Boscklin
means briness, and his ncredibly precie
and comiatent playing throughout the
whole altwm dsplays diive, fogl and saperb
technique in Bolual messures The shuffie feel
af the second track Ruthless' displays further
st doukile-ick work, while thi moeg
steigha alead Thegneratn Times soe the tand
aclapeing ar almoit prog-iype appeoach, with
tight unison figuies undeepinning Dez Faflsay
e ing vocals Seandiout teacks inckede the
sforementioned Puthless, the slighily maone
iid-back “The Apprentice; and “Tripging Cver
Toamizstones: which again featares some
superh doibleclick work fiom powerhodse
Boschin, A sisperh slbum fulll of well-written,
wel-produced tracks feanuring stunning
idrurning througheut, NC « & & &

34 DRUMMER il 2010

vy Tear: thore's a solution. "W those milsrades |
ke e, |t not 6o make thiem If | remendber
o i plhay oo haed,” he adds. “Even H you think
yrearne Rt plindng haed, yeure probakily sl
planying toe haed, | backed off 3 ittle with my
Fiancks o Fhis tour snd let the leet contrel it
litthe mare. That seems to bheve smoothed out that
difficult part, akthowgh I'm sure 1 come back and
Fraunt mp omrtieno.”

Wt aboat vhee fire art of nocking out? Does
Bosecklin e tipd for s about punting on a good
uhere for the puntens? T pes” hi nods. T like
shersmen diurmimen, 10 | shways try 1o nconpocste
& litthe bit of showmarship irmo my playing.
without being cheesy. | don't overda jt, though. |
'watch vidoos of meysalf and when | 1hink F'm being
flamboyant, bm acfiusily not 2 Rsmbaynt a4 |
thipagh | was. | keep everyihsng open and moviog
a6 st a5 | can, | make a conscious deciion to
keep my had moving 1oo!

it 1o asy wheen you dantl have long hal;, we
$uages “Yeah! | got sick a while hisck of having
torg hair and wearing a panytad afl the teme when
I wasn' playireg. The last sarave camma for ma when
| s EATis g Wi STTRR i Riem Al S0 pari
el s wad mbeen 16, rolled down the window of
i e andl yelled: Hurny Up, ponytad | was He: AR
righ ehee hair comaes o™

Bosckhin has been ot the rosd for 1he best pait
of a decade, he caloulates, and b beginning to s6e
the domsmside of 2 that high-speed, hagh-mgact
dnamrming. As he teil us: T just now starting
ta 5o probiems that [haven't seen befoe ol
et iy Bk anid ry thigh maiseles and my harels
e iy, Because T S1aing o wake up with
Iitle pins and nesdies, i Bttle B8 As ve become
# bettér player throughout the years, though,

V7

I'm playing more cornectly. Belore, | was mon
abut playirg with the wrats and foresmns and
s o et fasver than can causs tentdanais, i 1
weirs playing in avock band like Guns NRoses or
McEley Cribe, 1L might be 2 bit easier. But with this
Saut, (s rond B thart™

Nowadoys Boecklin wears shoes to play afier
several yeari of drumming barefool. Why, we
ask? Waming: the answer may disgust you, .. 1
g from baseloot 1o shows a few years oo,
becaise | ot Hingwarm fram walking aund
without shoes en,” he says raefally, ") had this
weird Ehirg on iy BAm; 5o | wing 1o the dagor,
and e said, Do you walk sround in parking lots
baredoot or in sandals? and | said yes, because |
hadi been doing a kot of shows on the Cerest at
tha timen Aswith masn things in drum, yos) maks
thes chunipe arvd stick with it for o veeel, snid | ot
wiied 1o wedring drum shoes The pesdals can feel
wedrd al first, of course”

Miinor hétchet like & ringwosm attack mean
notheng o Boecklin now, wheo is one of thir most
relaxed dramemers wo've ever met. He siges off
with & dheciaraton that drumming should be
fur, mot stressfid. “One of the things | defininely
wwarit e expneds n this ntervies” he sy T that
yonis shuoudt Bl that you cant pliry drums just
BaCRusE youl genr Bn't Set up the shme way 34
i usually i Like T can’y play double bass # ths
pedal does it huwe the right tension? f've been
trying to have the atitude that if ey kit lun't et
up quine righa, scres it That way T ready for
ariy cunveball whan it does happen” Hats off, we
... and shoes defindely on!
Devildrieers latest albam, Winter Kills, is

d on 26 Auguest. and s available from

wwendewlldriver.com.




